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Welcome to Year 5 – Spring 1!

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you all had a lovely Christmas break and a happy New Year. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you back for the new half term. We have an exciting and busy few weeks ahead, and I am really looking forward to continuing our learning journey together and seeing the children grow in confidence and independence.

Curriculum
In English, we will be studying The Boy at the Back of the Class. This powerful and thought-provoking text will support the children in developing empathy, inference, and deeper understanding of characters and themes. The children will produce a diary entry, a non-chronological report, and a character description linked to the text.
In Maths, we will be focusing on long multiplication and division, before moving on to fractions, decimals, and percentages, ensuring children develop confidence and accuracy when applying these skills to problem-solving activities.
In Science, we will be continuing our learning about Space, as well as beginning our unit on Animals Including Humans, where children will learn about the human body and how it functions.
In History, our topic this half term is The Vikings, exploring who they were, where they came from, and their impact on Britain. In Geography, we will be studying The Lake District, developing our understanding of physical and human geography within the UK.
Alongside this, children will continue to take part in Spanish, Art/DT, PSHE, Music, RE, and Computing as part of our wider curriculum.

PE Days
PE will now take place on:
· Tuesdays – children should bring their PE kit into school to change.
· Thursdays – children should bring their PE kit into school to change.
PE Kit: Plain white t-shirt, black shorts, and trainers. In colder weather, children may wear a plain black or navy jumper and joggers.

Reading, Spellings, and Homework
There will be a big focus this half term on reading, spelling, and homework completion, as these are key to supporting progress across the curriculum.
· Children should continue to read at home every night, as this supports fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary development.
· Weekly spellings will be sent home for practice, with tests taking place every Friday.
· Homework will include:
· TT Rockstars to support times tables recall
· Mathletics tasks linked closely to classroom learning
· Use of a new app called Rollama, which focuses on SPaG (spelling, punctuation, and grammar) skills
Your support in encouraging children to complete these tasks regularly is greatly appreciated.

Rewards
Our reward systems will remain the same this term, including:
· Star of the Week – awarded to two pupils who consistently exceed expectations.
· Saint of the Week – awarded to a pupil who demonstrates our school values of respect, value, faith, community, honesty, and love.

Contact
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via Class Dojo or at the end of the school day. Thank you for your continued support — I am really looking forward to a positive and productive half term ahead.

Yours sincerely,
Mr Sixsmith
Year 5 Teacher
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