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Art Curriculum Rationale
At St Boniface RC Primary School, our Art & Design curriculum is carefully crafted to be inspiring, creative, and inclusive, fully aligned with the National Curriculum requirements. It ensures that all pupils, regardless of background or ability, develop a progressive and well-sequenced understanding of art techniques, media, and historical and cultural contexts. Our curriculum covers key elements such as drawing, painting, printing, collage, and sculpture, with a strong emphasis on fundamental artistic concepts like colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form, and space. This structured approach supports pupils in building skills systematically and consolidating knowledge over time, in line with the National Curriculum's expectation that pupils “improve their mastery of art and design techniques” and “learn about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.”
Given our school’s context — a single-form entry primary with a high proportion of pupils eligible for FSM (58.5%) and almost half from minority ethnic backgrounds (49.3%) with many EAL learners — our bespoke curriculum is designed to be accessible and culturally responsive. It values pupils’ diverse identities and experiences, enabling them to express themselves creatively while developing confidence and resilience. The curriculum’s inclusive structure supports children who may face barriers to learning by breaking down complex artistic skills into manageable components, reinforced through regular sketchbook work and reflective practice. This approach fosters incremental progress, helping pupils to remember and build on prior learning effectively.
The curriculum is aspirational by encouraging pupils to experiment, take creative risks, and value the artistic process as much as the final product. It promotes critical thinking through evaluation and discussion of their own and others’ work, encouraging pupils to develop a mature understanding of art history and contemporary practises. This ambition reflects the school’s commitment to nurturing pupils who are collaborators, innovators, and leaders, equipped with the cultural capital and social responsibility needed to thrive in wider society.
Whole School Aims
Our Art & Design curriculum is deeply rooted in the school’s vision and values, which centre on nurturing each child to reach their full potential “with Jesus in our hearts.” The curriculum explicitly supports the school’s mission to create a happy and safe learning environment where pupils “believe in themselves and are proud of who they are” and “treat each other with kindness, love and acceptance.”
The curriculum promotes the core values of love, respect, community, faith, honesty, and value through artistic learning:
· Love is demonstrated by pupils taking care and pride in their work and appreciating the effort of others.
· Respect is shown through valuing diverse artistic ideas and approaches.
· Community is fostered through collaborative projects and shared artistic goals.
· Faith encourages pupils to believe in their creative potential and persevere through challenges.
· Honesty is evident in pupils expressing authentic artistic visions and giving constructive feedback.
· Value is reflected in pupils recognising the importance of their own and others’ creative expressions.
This alignment ensures that art education is not only about skills and knowledge but also about developing well-rounded individuals who embody the school’s ethos.
Subject Vision
We teach Art & Design at St Boniface RC Primary because we believe it is fundamental to pupils’ personal and intellectual development. Our intent is that pupils will:
· Develop self-expression, creativity, and confidence through engaging with diverse artistic media and techniques.
· Gain an understanding of how art reflects and shapes history, culture, and society locally and globally.
· Build a secure foundation of technical skills and knowledge that enables them to experiment and innovate.
· Learn to evaluate and reflect critically on their own work and that of others, fostering a growth mindset.
· Experience art as a collaborative and inclusive practice that strengthens community bonds and social responsibility.
This vision aligns with our school improvement priorities by addressing previous curriculum inconsistencies and staff changes. Our carefully designed curriculum aims to provide clarity and coherence, ensuring all pupils, including those with SEND and EAL, receive high-quality teaching that supports their progress and achievement.
Communication with Stakeholders
To ensure successful implementation of the Art & Design curriculum, we will communicate clearly and regularly with all stakeholders:
· Parents and carers will be engaged through curriculum newsletters, workshops, and exhibitions of pupil work, highlighting the value of art in pupils’ development and inviting family involvement.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Pupils will be encouraged to share their learning journeys through sketchbooks, presentations, and peer feedback sessions to build ownership and enthusiasm.
· Staff will receive ongoing subject-specific professional development and collaborative planning time to refine curriculum delivery and assessment strategies.
· Governors and the wider community, including parish members, will be kept informed through termly reports and showcases, reinforcing the integration of faith and creativity.
These approaches respond to the school’s context by fostering a strong, supportive community around art education and addressing OFSTED’s feedback regarding curriculum clarity and staff expertise.
Addressing Inspection Feedback
This curriculum rationale directly addresses key points from the most recent OFSTED inspection:
· Curriculum clarity and sequencing: By designing a bespoke, well-structured Art & Design curriculum with clearly defined knowledge and skills progression, we provide staff with a coherent framework to plan effective lessons and activities that build knowledge over time.
· Assessment and addressing gaps: The curriculum incorporates regular formative assessment through sketchbooks and reflective discussions, enabling staff to identify and address misconceptions promptly.
· Staff expertise: Ongoing professional development focused on art pedagogy and inclusive practice ensures all staff are confident and skilled in delivering the curriculum, including supporting pupils with SEND and EAL.
· Engagement and aspiration: The curriculum’s focus on creativity, experimentation, and cultural relevance fosters pupil motivation and high expectations, helping to close achievement gaps.
· Cultural capital and inclusion: The curriculum reflects the diverse backgrounds of our pupils, celebrating a wide range of artistic traditions and ensuring all pupils see their identities valued through the arts.
In summary, our Art & Design curriculum is a carefully considered, aspirational, and inclusive programme that supports the school’s vision and improvement priorities, providing a rich educational experience that prepares pupils to thrive both within school and beyond.
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