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Computing Curriculum Rationale
[bookmark: _GoBack]At St Boniface RC Primary School, our Computing curriculum is designed to equip pupils with the knowledge, skills, and understanding essential for thriving in a rapidly evolving digital world. Our bespoke curriculum integrates core aspects of the National Curriculum for Computing at Key Stages 1 and 2, encompassing Computer Science, Information Technology, and Digital Literacy. It is carefully structured to include coding, robotics, computer hardware, and research projects, providing a stimulating and challenging learning experience that promotes logical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving.
This curriculum meets the National Curriculum requirements by ensuring pupils develop computational thinking through programming languages—ranging from theoretical and graphical to hybrid and textual—and gain practical experience controlling physical and simulated systems. Debugging and collaborative work are embedded to foster resilience, reflective skills, and peer evaluation, which are crucial for mastery in computing.
Given our school’s context—serving a community with high levels of deprivation, a significant proportion of pupils with English as an additional language, and diverse cultural backgrounds—our curriculum is inclusive and accessible. It is designed to support pupils’ varied starting points and learning needs, including those with SEND, by building knowledge progressively and reinforcing key concepts to ensure retention and confidence. The curriculum also incorporates important aspects of the PSHE curriculum related to online behaviour, relationships, and internet safety, thereby addressing pupils’ digital wellbeing and safeguarding in a comprehensive manner.
Our curriculum is aspirational, encouraging pupils to become innovators, collaborators, and leaders in digital contexts. It nurtures independence and curiosity through multidisciplinary tasks that link computing with mathematics, science, and design and technology. Pupils develop competence in using technology purposefully and responsibly, preparing them not only for future academic success but also for lifelong digital citizenship.
Whole School Aims
The Computing curriculum at St Boniface RC Primary School is intrinsically linked to our school’s vision and values. Our mission—“With Jesus in our hearts, we nurture each individual to reach their full potential”—is reflected in our commitment to providing a broad and balanced curriculum that helps pupils aspire, believe, and achieve.
Through Computing, pupils learn in a happy, safe, and supportive environment where kindness, love, and acceptance underpin all interactions. The curriculum promotes social responsibility by encouraging pupils to consider the ethical implications of technology and their role in the wider digital community. It aligns with our vision to develop pupils’ understanding of what it means to be human in a digital age, fostering respect, tolerance, and a sense of belonging.
Computing supports the school’s aims by enhancing pupils’ communication and collaboration skills, promoting creativity, and developing logical reasoning. It complements other areas of learning and contributes to the holistic development of each child in line with our Catholic ethos and community values.
Subject Vision
Our intent in teaching Computing is to empower every pupil to become confident, capable, and conscientious users and creators of technology. We aim for pupils to:
· Develop computational thinking skills, including decomposition and abstraction, enabling them to solve complex problems systematically.
· Gain practical experience in programming and controlling devices, fostering creativity and innovation.
· Build digital literacy skills that ensure safe, ethical, and effective use of technology.
· Understand the impact of computing on society and the environment, including emerging technologies such as AI and robotics.
· Collaborate effectively, reflect on their learning, and engage in peer assessment to deepen understanding.
This vision directly supports the school’s improvement priorities by providing a stable, well-sequenced curriculum that enhances pupil achievement and addresses barriers to learning. It ensures pupils with SEND and EAL receive targeted support through structured knowledge progression and practical application, thereby improving outcomes across the school.
Communication with Stakeholders
To ensure successful implementation and community engagement, we will communicate our Computing curriculum rationale through multiple channels tailored to our school context:
· Parents and Carers: Regular curriculum newsletters, workshops, and digital safety sessions will keep families informed and involved, particularly important given the high proportion of EAL families. Translating key information and providing interpreters where needed will enhance accessibility.
· Pupils: Clear learning intentions and success criteria shared in class will help pupils understand the purpose and progression of their learning.
· Staff: Ongoing professional development and collaborative planning sessions will ensure all staff are confident in curriculum delivery and assessment, addressing variability noted in previous inspections.
· Governors and Diocese: Detailed curriculum overviews and impact reports will demonstrate alignment with school vision and improvement priorities.
· Wider Community: Showcasing pupil work and projects through events and online platforms will celebrate achievement and foster community pride.
These communication strategies respond to Ofsted’s feedback on the need for clarity and consistency in curriculum delivery and assessment, ensuring all stakeholders are well-informed and engaged.
Addressing Inspection Feedback
Our Computing curriculum rationale directly addresses key points from the most recent Ofsted inspection:
· Curriculum Clarity and Sequencing: We have finalised a coherent, well-sequenced curriculum that clearly defines what pupils should learn and when, enabling staff to design purposeful activities that build knowledge systematically.
· Assessment and Identification of Gaps: Staff are trained to use formative and summative assessments effectively to identify misconceptions and gaps in learning, allowing timely intervention and support.
· Staff Expertise: Professional development focuses on enhancing staff confidence and skills, particularly in programming and digital literacy, ensuring consistent and high-quality teaching.
· Supporting SEND Pupils: The curriculum incorporates differentiated tasks and scaffolded learning opportunities, supported by improved SEND identification systems, ensuring all pupils can access and progress in computing.
· Online Safety and PSHE Integration: By embedding digital citizenship and online safety within Computing, we address pupils’ wellbeing and safeguard them in their digital interactions.
Through these measures, our Computing curriculum contributes to raising pupil achievement, reducing barriers to learning, and fulfilling the school’s mission to nurture every child to reach their full potential in a safe, supportive environment.
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