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Design and Technology Curriculum Rationale
[bookmark: _GoBack]At St Boniface RC Primary School, our Design and Technology curriculum is grounded in the belief that “Good buildings come from good people, and all problems are solved by good design” (Stephen Gardiner). We aim to equip our pupils with the essential skills to actively contribute to their community’s creativity, culture, wealth, and well-being. Our curriculum is designed to be inspiring and practical, encouraging pupils to take risks, become resourceful, innovative, enterprising, and capable citizens. This aligns closely with the National Curriculum’s purpose for Design and Technology, which emphasises creativity, problem-solving, and the application of knowledge from disciplines such as mathematics, science, engineering, computing, and art.
Our curriculum meets the statutory requirements by providing pupils with opportunities to design and make products that solve real and relevant problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants, and values. We ensure that pupils acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and develop critical understanding of design’s impact on daily life and the wider world. This is particularly important in our context, where 58.5% of pupils are eligible for Ever 6 FSM and 49.3% come from minority ethnic groups, with 38.2% being new to the country and English as an additional language. Our curriculum is tailored to reflect and celebrate this diversity, fostering inclusivity and cultural awareness.
The curriculum is aspirational, encouraging pupils to develop mastery through a vertically integrated approach to procedural knowledge (skills), disciplinary knowledge (conceptual frameworks and design thinking), and substantive knowledge (technical content and vocabulary). We use SOLO taxonomy to deepen understanding and ensure a mastery approach. Our design process is human-centred, teaching empathy, optimism, exploration, iteration, and learning from failure, enabling pupils to tackle challenges creatively and confidently.
By embedding Design and Technology within geography projects, we provide meaningful contexts for learning, ensuring pupils see the real-world relevance of their skills. Focused practical tasks develop specific techniques and processes, ensuring pupils build confidence and competence progressively.

Whole School Aims
Our Design and Technology curriculum is fully aligned with St Boniface’s vision and values:

“With Jesus in our hearts, we nurture each individual to reach their full potential.”

We nurture pupils to be independent, curious, creative, and socially responsible individuals. The curriculum supports our aim for pupils to “aspire, believe and achieve” by providing a broad and balanced education that builds knowledge and skills while reflecting the diverse community we serve. It promotes kindness, love, and acceptance through collaborative design activities and encourages pupils to be proud of their cultural heritage and identity.
The curriculum also supports the school’s emphasis on a happy and safe learning environment, where pupils develop positive relationships and self-belief. Through Design and Technology, pupils learn to work collaboratively, respect different perspectives, and appreciate the aesthetics and beauty of their own and others’ work, reinforcing the school’s mission to nurture the whole child.

Subject Vision
We teach Design and Technology because it is a vital means for pupils to understand and shape the world around them. Our intent is to develop creative, confident, and critical thinkers who can solve real-world problems through innovative design. Pupils will leave St Boniface with the skills to analyse, design, make, and evaluate products that meet genuine needs, preparing them for a rapidly evolving technological society.
This vision aligns with the school’s improvement priorities by addressing previous curriculum inconsistencies and staff changes through a clear, structured, and well-sequenced curriculum. It supports the development of pupils’ knowledge and skills in a way that is accessible to all, including those with SEND and English as an additional language, by embedding repetition, retrieval, and mastery approaches.
Our curriculum fosters pupils’ aspirations by connecting design to their lived experiences and future opportunities, including leadership roles and community engagement. It also addresses the school’s priority to improve the quality and consistency of curriculum delivery, ensuring that all pupils make strong progress.

Communication with Stakeholders
To ensure successful implementation of the Design and Technology curriculum, we will communicate clearly and regularly with all stakeholders:
· Parents and carers: Share curriculum overviews and project highlights through newsletters, the school website, and parent workshops, helping them understand the purpose and benefits of Design and Technology learning.
· Pupils: Use pupil-friendly displays and portfolios (including sketchbooks) to showcase their learning journey and achievements, fostering pride and motivation.
· Staff: Provide ongoing professional development and collaborative planning sessions to ensure consistency and confidence in curriculum delivery.
· 
Governors and parish community: Present curriculum rationale and progress updates during meetings, linking Design and Technology to the school’s mission and community values.
This transparent communication will support the school’s welcoming and inclusive culture, as noted by Ofsted, and help build shared ownership of curriculum goals.

Addressing Inspection Feedback
Our Design and Technology curriculum rationale directly addresses key points from the latest Ofsted inspection:
· Curriculum clarity and sequencing: By finalising a well-structured curriculum with clear learning aims and outcomes, we provide staff with precise guidance on what to teach and when, overcoming previous curriculum inconsistencies.
· Assessment and identification of learning gaps: The use of end-of-unit assessments, including unseen design tasks, enables teachers to evaluate pupils’ application of knowledge and skills effectively, identifying misconceptions and tailoring support.
· Staff expertise and training: Focused professional development ensures staff are confident in delivering the curriculum and supporting pupils with diverse needs, including those with SEND and EAL.
· Inclusion and representation: Our curriculum deliberately reflects and celebrates the heritage of our pupils, contributing to an anti-racist, inclusive learning environment that respects and values all identities.
· Support for SEND pupils: Improved curriculum design and assessment practises enable earlier identification and targeted support, helping all pupils achieve well.
Through this rationale, we demonstrate a clear, coherent, and ambitious approach to Design and Technology that supports the school’s ongoing improvement journey and commitment to nurturing every pupil to reach their full potential.

This comprehensive rationale ensures that Design and Technology at St Boniface RC Primary School is purposeful, inclusive, and aspirational, preparing pupils to thrive both within school and in their wider lives.
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