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St Boniface RC Primary School - English Progression: Oracy Curriculum (Years 1 to 6)
This progression framework explicitly supports St Boniface’s vision by nurturing confident communicators who embody kindness, respect, and social responsibility, aligned with the school’s mission of “with Jesus in our hearts.” It addresses key school improvement priorities by scaffolding early language development and closing gaps in oracy skills, especially for pupils with English as an additional language or those facing barriers. The framework’s clear, incremental steps build pupils’ knowledge and skills systematically from early spoken language to complex argumentation and presentation, fostering independence, curiosity, and critical thinking in line with the school’s holistic educational aims.

	Year
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary

	Year 1
	- Basic understanding of turn-taking and listening in conversation
	- Speak in simple sentences to express needs, ideas, and feelings
	Listen, speak, share, question, answer

	
	- Recognise and use basic greetings and polite phrases
	- Listen attentively to others and respond appropriately
	Kindness, please, thank you, hello

	
	- Introduction to classroom routines and instructions
	- Begin to ask and answer simple questions
	Talk, listen, wait, share

	Year 2
	- Understanding of clear articulation and volume control
	- Use complete sentences to describe familiar events and ideas
	Describe, explain, question, answer

	
	- Awareness of audience when speaking
	- Take turns confidently in group discussions
	Audience, turn-taking, polite

	
	- Introduce new vocabulary linked to familiar topics
	- Begin to give simple reasons for opinions
	Opinion, reason, listen

	Year 3
	- Knowledge of key vocabulary across subjects to support discussion
	- Participate in paired and small group discussions using appropriate language
	Discuss, explain, agree, disagree

	
	- Understanding of respectful listening and responding
	- Ask relevant questions to deepen understanding
	Clarify, question, respond

	
	- Recognise different purposes of talk (e.g., storytelling, explaining)
	- Retell stories and information with increasing detail
	Story, explain, sequence

	Year 4
	- Understanding how to structure ideas logically for discussion
	- Develop and express clear points in group discussions
	Argument, opinion, evidence, debate

	
	- Build on vocabulary across the curriculum to support reasoning
	- Use appropriate tone, volume, and pace for different purposes
	Tone, volume, pace, emphasis

	
	- Recognise and use standard English in formal talk
	- Begin to summarise others’ contributions
	Summarise, contribute, listen

	Year 5
	- Knowledge of persuasive language features
	- Present structured arguments and explanations clearly
	Persuade, convince, justify

	
	- Awareness of audience and purpose in different speaking contexts
	- Use varied sentence structures and vocabulary to enhance meaning
	Audience, purpose, emphasis, clarity

	
	- Understand how to ask probing questions
	- Engage in respectful debate, acknowledging different viewpoints
	Debate, viewpoint, respect

	Year 6
	- Deep understanding of rhetorical devices and effective presentation techniques
	- Deliver confident presentations to a range of audiences
	Rhetoric, presentation, engage, conclude

	
	- Use advanced vocabulary across subjects to support precise expression
	- Facilitate group discussions, guiding and summarising key points
	Facilitate, summarise, articulate

	
	- Critically evaluate spoken information and respond thoughtfully
	- Adapt language and style for formal and informal contexts
	Critique, adapt, formal, informal
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