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Geography Curriculum Rationale
[bookmark: _GoBack]At St Boniface RC Primary School, our geography curriculum is carefully designed using the bespoke B and C curriculum frameworks to reflect the rich diversity and complex backgrounds of our pupils, many of whom come from minority ethnic groups and are new to the country. This bespoke approach allows us to tailor learning experiences that are culturally relevant and engaging, ensuring that pupils see their own histories and identities reflected in the curriculum while also broadening their global understanding.
Our curriculum meets the National Curriculum requirements by covering key geographical knowledge and skills, including locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography, and geographical skills and fieldwork. We place particular emphasis on building pupils’ understanding of both human and physical geography, making clear distinctions between these strands to develop strong, layered knowledge over time.
To ensure depth and progression, geography is integrated closely with History and English, allowing pupils to explore wider concepts such as legacy, migration, cultural identity, democracy, empire, diversity, sustainability, law and order, and trade. These themes are revisited throughout pupils’ learning journey starting in EYFS, creating a coherent knowledge progression that supports retention and deeper understanding. We use high-quality texts within English lessons to enrich geographical concepts and encourage critical thinking and curiosity.
Our curriculum fosters key geographical skills, including fieldwork, enabling pupils to develop a strong sense of place and identity. Pupils learn about their heritage, their local environment in Salford, and the wider world, understanding how environments have changed over time and how human activity impacts these changes. This is particularly relevant given the school’s context of high deprivation and diverse cultural backgrounds. We also embed learning about pupils’ roles in society and the future, with a strong focus on climate change and human geography, equipping them with the knowledge and values to be responsible global citizens.
This curriculum is aspirational, aiming to raise pupils’ knowledge and cultural capital, supporting them to aspire, believe, and achieve despite barriers such as language acquisition and socio-economic challenges. It aligns with the school’s improvement priorities by providing a stable, coherent curriculum that builds knowledge systematically and supports pupils’ academic and personal development.

Whole School Aims
The geography curriculum strongly reflects and supports St Boniface’s vision and values. Our mission statement—“With Jesus in our hearts, we nurture each individual to reach their full potential”—is enacted through geography by nurturing curiosity, respect, and a sense of responsibility for the world. We promote kindness, love, and acceptance by exploring themes of diversity, cultural identity, and social justice through a geographical lens.
Our curriculum encourages pupils to learn and grow in a happy and safe environment where they can believe in themselves and be proud of who they are, connecting their personal and cultural identities to their understanding of place and community. Geography’s cross-curricular links with PSHE/RSHE and oracy help develop respectful, curious learners who are prepared to engage with the challenges of the local and global environment, consistent with Catholic social teaching.

Subject Vision
We teach geography at St Boniface to empower pupils to understand their place in the world—locally, nationally, and globally—and to appreciate the complex interconnections between people, places, and environments. Our intent is for pupils to develop robust geographical knowledge and skills that build over time, enabling them to become informed, compassionate, and responsible citizens.
Aligned with our school improvement priorities, our geography curriculum aims to:
· Provide clarity and coherence in what pupils learn and when, addressing previous curriculum instability.
· Use assessment effectively to identify gaps and misconceptions, ensuring all pupils, including those with SEND and EAL, make strong progress.
· Foster pupils’ curiosity and respect for diversity, sustainability, and social justice.
· Develop pupils’ confidence in geographical enquiry and fieldwork, grounding learning in real-world contexts.
· Support pupils’ communication skills through oracy and cross-curricular links, enhancing their ability to express ideas and understanding effectively.

Communication with Stakeholders
To ensure successful implementation, we will communicate the geography curriculum rationale clearly and regularly to all stakeholders:
· Parents and Carers: Through newsletters, curriculum evenings, and the school website, we will share the rationale, key concepts, and how geography links to pupils’ lives and future aspirations. We will highlight opportunities for family engagement, such as local field trips and community projects.
· Staff: Regular professional development and curriculum meetings will focus on the rationale, progression, and effective assessment strategies, ensuring staff confidence and consistency in delivery, particularly for those supporting EAL and SEND pupils.
· Governors and Trustees: Detailed curriculum reports and presentations will demonstrate how geography supports the school’s vision and improvement priorities, including evidence of pupil progress and curriculum development.
· Pupils: Through assemblies and classroom discussions, we will help pupils understand the purpose of their learning, fostering ownership and enthusiasm for geography.
This multi-channel approach addresses the diverse needs of our school community and responds to inspection feedback regarding curriculum clarity and staff expertise.

Addressing Inspection Feedback
This curriculum rationale directly addresses key points from the recent Ofsted inspection:
· Curriculum Clarity and Progression: By adopting bespoke B and C curricula, we have clarified what pupils should learn and when, ensuring a logical sequence of knowledge and skills that supports staff in planning effective lessons.
· Assessment and Addressing Gaps: We are developing robust assessment strategies within geography to identify and address pupils’ misconceptions promptly, enabling targeted support and improved outcomes.
· Staff Expertise: Ongoing professional development is planned to enhance staff confidence in delivering geography, particularly in supporting pupils with SEND and EAL, ensuring high-quality teaching and learning.
· Integration with Wider Curriculum: The curriculum’s strong cross-curricular links with History, English, PSHE/RSHE, and oracy promote a holistic approach, enriching pupils’ understanding and engagement.
· Supporting Pupils’ Wider Development: Geography’s focus on social responsibility, cultural identity, and sustainability aligns with the school’s emphasis on pupils’ wider development and readiness for later life.
Through these measures, the geography curriculum at St Boniface supports the school’s journey of continuous improvement and is positioned to raise achievement and engagement for all pupils.
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