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[bookmark: _GoBack]Maths Curriculum Rationale
At St Boniface RC Primary School, our maths curriculum is carefully designed to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum while being fully responsive to the unique needs of our pupils. We have chosen to implement the White Rose Maths scheme because it offers a systematic, coherent progression from EYFS through to Year 6, ensuring that mathematical knowledge and skills build cumulatively over time. This approach is essential in a school context where many pupils arrive with varied prior knowledge, including a significant proportion who are new to English and from disadvantaged backgrounds.
White Rose Maths supports all pupils by structuring learning in a way that addresses foundational knowledge, fluency, reasoning, and problem-solving. It explicitly builds fluency through repeated practice and opportunities to deepen understanding, which aligns with the Department for Education’s guidance on mastery and the development of both procedural and conceptual knowledge. The curriculum incorporates effective assessment for learning strategies, enabling teachers to identify and address misconceptions promptly. Built-in "Fix It" time allows pupils to revisit and consolidate learning, which is crucial for closing gaps and preventing the accumulation of misunderstandings.
Our teaching follows the proven "I do, we do, you do" model, ensuring guided practice before independent application, which supports pupils of all abilities effectively. The use of concrete, pictorial, and abstract representations throughout the curriculum ensures that mathematical concepts are accessible and understandable, catering to diverse learning styles and language needs. The clear calculation policy embedded within the curriculum is communicated consistently with pupils, staff, and parents, ensuring clarity and coherence across the school community.
This curriculum is aspirational, designed to enable all pupils to achieve mastery in mathematics, fostering confidence and a love for the subject. It prepares pupils to progress successfully to secondary education and beyond, equipping them with the skills needed to thrive in a complex world. The curriculum is also flexible enough to meet the needs of pupils with SEND and those requiring additional support, ensuring equity in learning opportunities.
Whole School Aims
Our maths curriculum is intrinsically linked to the school’s vision and values. We believe education should nurture each child to thrive throughout life, and maths plays a vital role in developing independence, curiosity, creativity, and problem-solving skills. Through a broad and balanced curriculum, we aim to cultivate collaborators, innovators, and leaders who understand what it means to be human.
Reflecting our mission statement — "With Jesus in our hearts, we nurture each individual to reach their full potential" — our maths curriculum fosters a safe and supportive environment where pupils believe in themselves and are proud of their achievements. The curriculum encourages kindness, acceptance, and respect, mirroring the school’s ethos in all aspects of learning.
Subject Vision
We teach mathematics at St Boniface because it is fundamental to unlocking opportunities for our pupils, many of whom face socio-economic challenges and language barriers. Our intent is that every pupil develops a deep, secure understanding of mathematical concepts and the confidence to apply these skills independently.
The curriculum is designed to be ambitious and inclusive, reflecting the school’s improvement priorities to raise achievement and close gaps in learning. We aim for all pupils to achieve mastery, not just basic competence, through a curriculum that builds on prior knowledge, addresses misconceptions swiftly, and provides rich opportunities to explore and apply maths in meaningful contexts.
This vision supports the school’s broader goals of improving curriculum clarity, assessment use, and staff expertise, particularly in early years and key stage 1, ensuring that pupils develop solid foundations for future success.
Communication with Stakeholders
To ensure successful implementation of the maths curriculum, clear and ongoing communication with all stakeholders is essential. We propose:
· Regular parent workshops and newsletters explaining the White Rose approach, calculation policy, and how parents can support maths learning at home, especially important given the high proportion of EAL families.
· Staff training and collaborative planning sessions to ensure consistent delivery and shared understanding of assessment strategies and mastery principles.
· Pupil-friendly displays and resources in classrooms to reinforce key concepts and celebrate progress, supporting pupils’ ownership of their learning.
· Governors’ briefings and reports detailing curriculum development, assessment outcomes, and improvement plans to maintain strong governance and accountability.
· Close liaison with the parish and wider community, leveraging these relationships to promote the value of maths and celebrate pupils’ achievements, reinforcing the school’s mission and community ethos.
Addressing Inspection Feedback
This curriculum rationale directly addresses the key points raised in the most recent Ofsted inspection:
· Curriculum clarity and sequencing: By adopting White Rose Maths, we have a clearly defined and logically ordered curriculum that builds knowledge systematically from EYFS to Year 6, ensuring staff know exactly what to teach and when.
· Effective use of assessment: The curriculum’s embedded assessment for learning strategies enable teachers to identify gaps and misconceptions early, allowing targeted intervention and "Fix It" time to consolidate learning.
· Staff expertise and training: Ongoing professional development ensures all staff, including those supporting pupils with additional needs, are confident in delivering the maths curriculum and phonics, improving outcomes for weaker readers and learners.
· Support for pupils with SEND: The curriculum’s flexibility and clear skills progression allow for tailored support to meet individual needs promptly and effectively.
· Consistency in early years: White Rose Maths supports early years practitioners with clear guidance on foundational knowledge, addressing the previous variability in curriculum delivery and helping children build a solid mathematical base.
In summary, the White Rose Maths curriculum at St Boniface RC Primary School is a carefully chosen, evidence-based approach that meets national requirements, aligns with our school’s vision and values, addresses identified areas for improvement, and is designed to ensure all pupils achieve their full potential in mathematics.
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