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St Boniface RC Primary School - Music Progression (Nursery and Reception)
[bookmark: _GoBack]This progression framework for Nursery and Reception at St Boniface RC Primary School supports the school’s vision by nurturing early communication, listening, and motor skills through a rich, inclusive curriculum. It ensures pupils develop foundational musical knowledge and skills in a carefully sequenced way, fostering creativity and confidence. The emphasis on group participation and cultural awareness reflects the school’s commitment to community values and personal development from the earliest stages.

	Year/Grade Level
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary

	Nursery
	- Understand that sounds can come from voices, bodies, and simple instruments
	- Explore making different sounds using voice, body percussion, and simple instruments
	Sound, voice, rhythm, loud, soft

	
	- Recognise changes in loudness and pitch (e.g., loud/soft, high/low)
	- Respond to music through movement, clapping, and vocalising
	Beat, pulse, movement

	
	- Begin to notice and imitate simple sound patterns
	- Join in with simple songs and nursery rhymes, copying actions and sounds
	Song, rhythm, pattern

	
	- Experience music from different cultures through songs and stories
	- Participate in group music-making activities, listening and taking turns
	Culture, group, listening

	
	- Identify simple environmental sounds and rhythms
	- Experiment with playing percussion instruments and body percussion
	Instrument, percussion, sound


| Reception | - Understand that music can be made with voice and instruments | - Sing simple songs from memory with clear pitch | Sing, beat, rhythm, loud, soft |
| | - Recognise basic sounds in the environment (e.g., loud/soft, high/low) | - Explore and play a variety of percussion instruments confidently | Instrument, percussion, sound |
| | - Begin to identify different musical moods and simple patterns | - Clap and move in time to a steady beat | Beat, steady, pulse |
| | - Know that music can come from different cultures and communities | - Join in group singing and music-making activities, listening to others | Community, culture, group |
| | - Recognise simple musical symbols (e.g., pictures representing sounds) | - Experiment with making different sounds using voice and instruments | Notation, sound, pitch |
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