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St Boniface RC Primary School - Music Progression

This progression framework supports St Boniface RC Primary School’s vision by nurturing pupils’ full potential through a broad and balanced music curriculum that builds knowledge and skills incrementally. It fosters independence, creativity, and collaboration, reflecting the school’s values of kindness, acceptance, and community engagement. The framework addresses priorities such as improving subject knowledge and assessment by clearly sequencing learning steps and encouraging critical appraisal, supporting the school’s aim to strengthen teaching expertise and ensure all pupils, including those with SEND and EAL backgrounds, make meaningful progress in music.

	Year
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary

	Year 1
	Understand basic musical concepts: beat, rhythm, and pitch. Recognise simple musical patterns and sounds from different cultures.
	Sing simple songs in unison and follow a steady beat. Play basic percussion instruments with control. Listen attentively to a range of musical styles and respond through movement.
	Beat, rhythm, pitch, pulse, percussion, loud, soft

	Year 2
	Know how to perform simple rhythmic patterns and recognise basic musical notation (e.g., simple rhythms and note values). Introduction to call and response singing. Awareness of music’s role in community and celebrations.
	Sing songs with increasing confidence and accuracy. Play percussion instruments in time with others. Begin to compose simple rhythmic patterns using notation. Listen and identify instruments and sounds from different cultures.
	Notation, rhythm, melody, call and response, community

	Year 3
	Understand how music expresses feelings and stories from different cultures, including local community music traditions. Develop knowledge of pitch and simple melodic patterns.
	Sing songs in two parts with control. Play tuned and untuned percussion instruments with accuracy. Compose short pieces using simple notation and graphic scores. Begin to evaluate music using expressive language.
	Melody, harmony, dynamics, texture, compose, evaluate

	Year 4
	Know the elements of music (pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure) and how they combine to create different styles. Recognise music’s role in wider cultural and social contexts.
	Perform songs and instrumental parts confidently in groups. Improvise simple melodies and rhythms. Compose music that reflects different moods or stories. Use musical vocabulary to appraise and describe music.
	Tempo, timbre, structure, improvise, mood, appraise

	Year 5
	Understand more complex notation (e.g., pitch notation, rests, simple key signatures). Explore music from global cultures and historical periods, including sacred and secular music.
	Sing and play confidently in two or more parts. Develop fluency in reading and writing notation. Compose longer pieces with clear structure. Critically appraise music, considering cultural context and expressive intent.
	Key signature, notation, structure, secular, sacred, cultural context

	Year 6
	Know how music reflects identity and community, including the school’s Roman Catholic heritage and local cultural diversity. Understand how music can communicate social and emotional messages.
	Perform confidently in ensemble settings, leading parts where appropriate. Compose and notate original music using standard notation. Analyse music from diverse genres and cultures with critical understanding. Lead group music-making and support others’ musical development.
	Ensemble, identity, community, expression, notation, leadership
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