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RE Curriculum Rationale
At St Boniface RC Primary School, the Religious Education (RE) curriculum is developed using the Lighting the Path scheme, a resource endorsed by the Salford Diocese, which ensures the delivery of the highest quality Catholic education in line with diocesan directives. This curriculum is designed to provide a comprehensive, coherent, and accessible framework for pupils from EYFS through to Year 6, enabling progressive development in their religious knowledge, theological understanding, and spiritual growth.
The curriculum meets the requirements of the National Curriculum by delivering a broad and balanced RE education that not only covers Catholic doctrine and practice but also incorporates the faith and traditions of other religious communities. This approach aligns with statutory expectations for RE in maintained Catholic schools, ensuring that pupils develop respect and understanding of different beliefs and worldviews, thus fostering social cohesion and mutual respect within a diverse school community.
Given St Boniface’s context—where 58.5% of pupils are eligible for FSM and nearly half of the pupils come from minority ethnic backgrounds with 38.2% EAL—the curriculum is carefully sequenced and differentiated to meet the needs of learners with varied cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Lighting the Path supports non-Catholic staff through clear, accessible teaching materials and structured learning outcomes (RED outcomes), ensuring consistent and effective delivery across the school. This consistency supports pupils who may face additional barriers to learning and helps build their religious literacy and critical thinking skills.
The curriculum is aspirational in its intent to nurture pupils’ curiosity, creativity, and independence in exploring faith, morality, and social justice. It encourages pupils to engage critically and reflectively with contemporary cultural issues through the lens of Catholic social teaching, equipping them to make informed ethical decisions and develop a strong moral compass. This aspiration directly supports the school’s vision of enabling pupils to “aspire, believe and achieve” while fostering a sense of social responsibility.
[bookmark: _GoBack]By embedding Catholic social teaching alongside knowledge of other faiths, the curriculum prepares pupils to live well in a pluralistic society, promoting respect and kindness as core values. This is vital in a school community rich in diversity and aligned with the school’s mission to nurture every child’s full potential “with Jesus in our hearts.”

Whole School Aims
The RE curriculum at St Boniface is closely linked to the school’s vision and values, which emphasise nurturing the whole child in a safe, happy environment where they learn to believe in themselves and treat others with kindness, love, and acceptance. RE contributes directly to these aims by:
· Supporting pupils’ spiritual and moral development through engagement with Catholic faith and teachings.
· Encouraging pupils to develop positive relationships and respect for others, reflecting the school’s commitment to kindness and acceptance.
· Building pupils’ confidence and self-belief by enabling them to articulate their understanding of faith and values.
· 
Promoting social responsibility by exploring Catholic social teaching and contemporary moral issues.
This connection ensures that RE is not an isolated subject but an integral part of the school’s ethos, supporting the mission statement: “With Jesus in our hearts, we nurture each individual to reach their full potential.”

Subject Vision
The vision for RE at St Boniface is to provide a curriculum that fosters deep religious and theological understanding, enabling pupils to communicate their faith effectively and relate it meaningfully to their daily lives and wider society. The intent is for pupils to:
· Acquire a solid knowledge base of Catholic doctrine and practice, alongside awareness of other world religions.
· Develop critical thinking skills to engage thoughtfully with moral and social issues.
· Reflect personally on their own beliefs and assumptions, fostering spiritual growth.
· Understand the relationship between faith, life, and culture, enabling them to navigate contemporary challenges with wisdom and compassion.
This vision aligns with the school’s improvement priorities by addressing previously identified inconsistencies in curriculum delivery and assessment, ensuring that all pupils, including those with SEND and EAL, make strong progress. It also supports the school’s aim to raise aspirations and improve achievement through a structured, well-resourced RE curriculum that is accessible to all staff and pupils.

Communication with Stakeholders
To ensure successful implementation and community engagement, the school will communicate the RE curriculum rationale and vision through multiple channels:
· Parents and Carers: Regular newsletters, curriculum evenings, and workshops explaining the aims and content of RE, highlighting its role in nurturing faith and moral development.
· Staff: Comprehensive training sessions and ongoing professional development focusing on Lighting the Path resources, RED outcomes, and assessment strategies to ensure consistency and confidence in delivery.
· Governors and Diocese: Termly reports and presentations demonstrating curriculum impact and alignment with diocesan expectations.
· Pupils: Age-appropriate materials and discussions that make the purpose and learning goals of RE clear, fostering ownership and enthusiasm for the subject.
This multi-faceted communication strategy reflects the school’s commitment to partnership working and responds directly to Ofsted’s feedback about the importance of clarity and consistency in curriculum delivery.

Addressing Inspection Feedback
The RE curriculum rationale explicitly addresses the key points from the recent Ofsted inspection:
· Curriculum Clarity and Sequencing: Lighting the Path provides a clearly sequenced curriculum from EYFS to Year 6, ensuring staff understand what to teach and when, reducing variability in delivery and enabling pupils to build knowledge progressively.
· Assessment and Addressing Gaps: The curriculum includes clearly defined RED outcomes that support effective assessment. Staff are supported to use assessment data to identify misconceptions and gaps, enabling timely intervention and better pupil outcomes.
· Staff Expertise: The accessible nature of Lighting the Path and ongoing professional development ensure all staff, including non-Catholics and those less experienced in RE, are equipped to deliver high-quality teaching.
· Support for SEND and EAL Pupils: The curriculum’s structured and well-resourced approach, combined with tailored support strategies, ensures pupils with additional needs are identified early and supported effectively.
· Faith and Culture Integration: The curriculum’s emphasis on Catholic social teaching alongside knowledge of other faiths helps pupils engage critically with contemporary cultural issues, supporting the school’s mission to develop socially responsible and reflective learners.
Through these measures, the RE curriculum at St Boniface directly responds to inspection recommendations, contributing to overall school improvement and the spiritual and academic development of all pupils.

image1.jpg
< Bonifac,

)

f(lf]giye





