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St Boniface RC Primary School - RE Progression with Prayer Development
This refined progression framework integrates prayer development opportunities to nurture pupils’ spiritual growth alongside their knowledge and skills. It supports St Boniface’s mission by fostering a deepening prayer life that evolves in complexity and personal meaning from Year 1 to Year 6, thereby enhancing pupils’ holistic engagement with their faith and community.

	Year
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary
	Prayer Progression Opportunities

	Year 1
	- Understand the concept of community and belonging, including the school and parish community.
- Introduction to key Catholic celebrations and simple stories from the Bible that emphasise kindness and acceptance.
- Recognise that people have different beliefs and ways of living.
	- Listen attentively to stories and respond with questions and simple reflections.
- Express their own feelings about stories and experiences related to community and faith.
- Begin to identify ways they can show kindness and acceptance in their daily lives.
	Community, Belonging, Kindness, Welcome, Bible, Celebration
	- Learn basic prayers such as the Sign of the Cross and simple morning and evening prayers.
- Participate in classroom prayer times focused on thankfulness and asking for help.

	Year 2
	- Explore Catholic social teachings such as care for others and fairness through Bible stories and parish life.
- Recognise some other world religions and non-religious beliefs in the local community.
- Understand simple moral choices and consequences.
	- Retell key Bible stories and relate them to everyday actions and choices.
- Begin to compare and describe similarities and differences between beliefs.
- Participate in discussions about right and wrong in familiar situations.
	Fairness, Respect, Beliefs, Choice, Consequences, Prayer
	- Learn and practise prayers such as the Our Father and Hail Mary.
- Begin to understand the meaning behind prayers and express simple spontaneous prayers.

	Year 3
	- Deepen understanding of Catholic social teaching themes: justice, compassion, and service.
- Learn about other world religions’ key beliefs and practises, focusing on respect and kindness.
- Understand how communities celebrate and express beliefs.
	- Reflect on how stories and teachings influence behaviour.
- Compare religious and non-religious responses to moral issues.
- Communicate personal responses to social justice themes.
	Justice, Compassion, Service, Tradition, Diversity, Moral
	- Develop a prayer journal to record personal prayers and reflections.
- Explore different forms of prayer including thanksgiving, petition, and praise.
- Participate in collective prayers and simple liturgies.

	Year 4
	- Study Catholic teachings on social justice and human dignity in greater depth.
- Explore the impact of beliefs on lifestyle choices in a range of religions.
- Recognise the importance of community roles (e.g., parish, school, local).
	- Analyse how beliefs shape actions and community involvement.
- Engage respectfully in debates about moral issues using learned vocabulary.
- Plan and participate in community or school-based social action projects.
	Human dignity, Social justice, Responsibility, Belief, Community roles, Ethics
	- Learn to pray with Scripture, using short Bible passages as prayer prompts.
- Practice reflective silence and guided meditation to deepen prayer life.
- Lead simple prayer sessions for peers, focusing on community needs.

	Year 5
	- Understand how Catholic social teaching informs global issues such as poverty and the environment.
- Explore religious responses to contemporary cultural issues (e.g., equality, environmental stewardship).
- Recognise the complexity and diversity within and between faith communities.
	- Critically evaluate different viewpoints on moral and social issues.
- Articulate informed personal opinions and respect others’ beliefs.
- Lead or contribute to awareness-raising activities within school or parish.
	Stewardship, Equality, Diversity, Global issues, Moral reasoning, Dialogue
	- Explore traditional Catholic prayers in more depth, understanding their origins and significance.
- Encourage personal prayer routines including examen (reflective prayer) and intercessory prayer for global issues.
- Facilitate peer-led prayer groups focusing on social justice themes.

	Year 6
	- Consolidate understanding of Catholic social teaching and its application to living well in a pluralistic society.
- Reflect on own and others’ beliefs in relation to ethical decision-making and social responsibility.
- Appreciate the role of faith in shaping identity and community cohesion.
	- Synthesise knowledge to make informed ethical decisions.
- Demonstrate empathy and respect in discussions about faith and culture.
- Present reasoned arguments and reflections on social justice and community engagement.
	Pluralism, Ethical decision-making, Identity, Community cohesion, Social responsibility, Reflection
	- Develop mature personal prayer habits including contemplative prayer and journaling.
- Lead whole-school or community prayer services incorporating diverse prayer styles.
- Reflect on prayer as a source of strength in ethical decision-making and community engagement.
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