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St Boniface RC Salford - English Progression
Subject: Writing
Stage: Years 3 to 6
This progression framework is designed to build on the strong foundations of phonics and handwriting established in earlier years at St Boniface RC Primary School. It aligns with the school’s vision by nurturing confident, independent writers who can express themselves clearly and meaningfully, supporting social responsibility through effective communication. The framework explicitly addresses the school improvement priorities by embedding phonics application, consistent handwriting, use of exemplars (WAGOLLs), explicit teaching of drafting and editing, and integration of the EMILE spelling programme to raise attainment and close gaps, particularly for disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND.

	Year/Grade Level
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary

	Year 3
	- Understand different genres and their features (e.g., narrative, recount, instructions, poetry).
- Know key grammar elements: sentence types, basic punctuation (commas, apostrophes), paragraphs.
- Recognise and apply phonics knowledge for spelling and decoding unfamiliar words.
- Understand the purpose of writing for different audiences.
- Introduce the concept of drafting and editing.
	- Write coherent paragraphs with topic sentences.
- Use joined handwriting consistently for legibility.
- Use phonics and spelling rules from EMILE programme to spell accurately.
- Plan, draught, and revise short pieces of writing.
- Use WAGOLLs (What A Good One Looks Like) to model writing.
- Begin to apply feedback to improve writing.
	genre, paragraph, draught, edit, audience, punctuation, joined handwriting, phonics, spelling rules, WAGOLL

	Year 4
	- Deepen understanding of text structures and genre conventions.
- Learn more complex sentence structures including compound and complex sentences.
- Expand knowledge of grammar: conjunctions, fronted adverbials, expanded noun phrases.
- Recognise and apply spelling patterns and exceptions.
- Understand the importance of writing with clarity and purpose.
- Develop knowledge of drafting and editing processes including self and peer review.
	- Write longer, structured texts for a range of purposes and audiences.
- Maintain fluent, legible joined handwriting.
- Use EMILE spelling strategies to improve spelling accuracy.
- Plan writing using graphic organisers.
- Revise and edit writing focusing on vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation.
- Apply teacher feedback effectively.
- Use dictation exercises to reinforce spelling and grammar knowledge.
	compound sentence, complex sentence, fronted adverbial, conjunction, expanded noun phrase, dictation, revision, feedback

	Year 5
	- Understand and use a wide range of genres including formal and informal styles.
- Develop awareness of audience and purpose to adapt tone and style.
- Master more advanced grammar: passive voice, modal verbs, relative clauses.
- Know and apply spelling rules for more complex words.
- Understand the role of vocabulary choices in shaping meaning.
- Recognise the drafting process as iterative and important for clarity and impact.
	- Compose extended pieces of writing with clear structure and coherence.
- Use legible, consistent joined handwriting under timed conditions.
- Use EMILE spelling programme to self-correct and learn new words.
- Explicitly plan, draught, revise, and edit writing independently.
- Incorporate higher-level vocabulary and sentence structures.
- Participate in peer and self-assessment to improve writing.
- Use dictation to reinforce grammar and spelling skills.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]passive voice, modal verb, relative clause, tone, style, iterative, coherence, self-assessment

	Year 6
	- Understand and analyse complex text types and authorial techniques.
- Know how to write for a range of formal and informal purposes, including argument, explanation, and narrative.
- Master sophisticated grammar and punctuation: colons, semi-colons, hyphens, varied sentence structures.
- Understand the importance of precise vocabulary and stylistic devices.
- Recognise the role of drafting, editing and proofreading in producing polished texts.
	- Write extended texts confidently for different audiences and purposes.
- Maintain fluent, legible joined handwriting consistently.
- Use EMILE spelling programme to secure spelling of complex and technical vocabulary.
- Effectively plan, draught, revise, edit and proofread writing.
- Use a wide range of sentence structures and vocabulary choices to create impact.
- Use dictation and spelling tests to consolidate learning.
- Respond to detailed feedback to improve writing quality.
	colons, semi-colons, hyphens, stylistic devices, proofreading, audience, purpose, feedback, technical vocabulary
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