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St Boniface RC Salford - English Progression: Phonics, Early Reading, and Reading for Pleasure (Nursery and Reception)
This progression framework aligns with OFSTED’s strong foundations for early English education by ensuring pupils build fluency in phonics (reading and spelling), develop spoken language competence, and foster a broad vocabulary through rich, engaging texts. It supports pupils’ automaticity in decoding and encoding, alongside comprehension and spoken language skills, laying the essential groundwork for confident reading and writing progression into KS1 and beyond.
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Linked to OFSTED Strong Foundations: Curriculum Intent and Progression in Early Reading and Spoken Language

	Year/Grade Level
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary

	Nursery (Age 3-4)
	- Understand that print carries meaning and different purposes (OFSTED emphasis on early language exposure)
	- Develop phonological awareness: spot rhyme, count/clap syllables, recognise initial sounds (key foundational knowledge)
	Rhyme, syllable, initial sound, print, letter, story, name

	
	- Recognise some letter shapes and begin to link letters to sounds (phonics foundational knowledge)
	- Engage in extended conversations about stories and pictures to build vocabulary and oral language (spoken language pillar)
	

	
	- Know book handling skills (directionality, parts of a book) as foundation for reading fluency
	- Begin to write some or all of their name and form recognisable letters (transcription foundation)
	

	
	- Experience rich language environments through stories, rhymes, and songs to build vocabulary breadth (OFSTED focus on broad knowledge)
	- Show curiosity and enjoyment in books, supporting motivation and engagement
	

	Reception (Age 4-5)
	- Secure knowledge of Phase 2 graphemes and phonemes; begin Phase 3 graphemes and common exception words (systematic synthetic phonics)
	- Blend sounds to read words and segment sounds to spell (automaticity in decoding and encoding)
	Grapheme, phoneme, blend, segment, digraph, trigraph

	
	- Understand print concepts including sequencing and directionality (key reading foundations)
	- Read simple sentences with known graphemes and exception words, developing fluency and comprehension (reading pillar)
	

	
	- Use Little Wandle phonics resources with fidelity to ensure systematic progression (OFSTED emphasis on phonics fidelity)
	- Re-read texts to build confidence, fluency, and comprehension
	

	
	- Develop a love of reading through daily storytime with high-quality texts to foster engagement and vocabulary growth (reading for pleasure)
	- Discuss stories, characters, and events to deepen understanding and oral language skills
	

	
	- Explore a wide range of stories, poems, and non-fiction to build broad knowledge and vocabulary (OFSTED emphasis on broad knowledge)
	- Write short sentences using known sounds, applying punctuation and checking meaning (writing pillar)
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