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St Boniface RC Salford - Geography Progression (Ages 3-4: Nursery)

This progression framework supports St Boniface RC Primary School’s vision by nurturing curiosity and respect for diversity from the earliest stage, aligning with the school’s mission to help every child reach their full potential in a safe and inclusive environment. It provides clarity on enquiry-based learning, map skills, fieldwork, and use of geographical vocabulary in the EYFS, ensuring staff can confidently deliver a broad, balanced curriculum that builds foundational knowledge and skills for understanding the wider world and community.

	Year/Grade Level
	Knowledge
	Skills
	
	Key Vocabulary

	Nursery (3-4 yrs)
	- Recognise familiar places in their immediate environment (home, school, local community).
	- Talk about their own experiences and journeys (e.g., coming to school).
	
	Journey, home, school, family

	
	- Begin to identify some natural world features (plants, animals, weather, seasons).
	- Observe and describe changes in the natural environment (e.g., weather, seasons).
	
	Plant, animal, weather, season

	
	- Understand that people and families can be different and have different traditions.
	- Express curiosity and ask questions about people, places, and environments.
	
	Different, same, family, culture

	
	- Begin to understand the concept of time through daily routines (e.g., school day timeline).
	- Sequence simple events (e.g., morning, afternoon, night) using pictures or drawings.
	
	Morning, afternoon, night, day

	
	- Recognise some similarities and differences between their life and others (local and global).
	- Use simple technology (e.g., tablets, cameras) to explore and record observations.
	
	Similar, different, country


| Geographical Enquiry | - Use enquiry to respond to local issues (e.g., “How do we get to school?”) and simple global ideas (e.g., different homes around the world). | - Suggest simple questions about places and people. | Question, observe, explore |
| | - Collect simple data through observation and pictures (e.g., favourite places in school). | - Analyse and interpret information with adult support. | Data, map, picture |
[bookmark: _GoBack]| Maps, Atlases & Globes | - Encounter simple maps and globes showing the school and local area. | - Use directional and locational language in play and routines (e.g., left, right, forwards). | Map, globe, left, right, forwards |
| | - Begin to follow simple directions using left, right, up, down. | - Follow simple compass directions (N, S, E, W) with adult guidance. | North, South, East, West |
| | | - Use geographical vocabulary for position and direction. | Above, below, near, far |
| Aerial Photographs / Plan Perspectives | - Recognise aerial photographs of familiar places (e.g., school playground). | - Interpret simple plan views and identify features. | Aerial photo, plan view, playground|
| | - Begin to create simple maps of classroom or playground using basic symbols. | - Follow trails and routes shown on simple maps. | Symbol, trail, route |
| Fieldwork Skills | - Explore the immediate environment with adult support. | - Use senses to observe and describe features in the local area. | Observe, describe, environment |
| | - Collect simple data (e.g., weather, number of trees) during outdoor activities. | - Record findings using drawings, photos or simple charts. | Record, count, weather |


image1.jpg
< Bonifac,

)

f(lf]giye





