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St Boniface RC Salford - Art and Design Progression (Nursery and Reception, EYFS)

This progression framework connects Nursery and Reception within the EYFS curriculum, supporting continuous development of pupils’ artistic knowledge and skills through sensory exploration and structured creative experiences. It aligns with the EYFS principles of learning through play and active exploration, fostering pupils’ confidence, curiosity, and communication. The emphasis on practical engagement, social collaboration, and cultural awareness reflects St Boniface’s commitment to nurturing the whole child in a diverse, inclusive environment, while laying a strong foundation for progression into Key Stage 1 Art and Design.
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	Year/Grade Level
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary

	Nursery
	- Awareness of colours, shapes, lines, and textures through sensory play
	- Explore and experiment freely with a range of materials (paint, crayons, clay, natural objects)
	Colour, shape, texture, line

	
	- Introduction to primary colours and simple colour mixing through hands-on activities
	- Develop fine motor skills by using mark-making tools with increasing control
	Paint, draw, mix, mark

	
	- Begin to recognise that marks and images can represent feelings, ideas, and stories
	- Engage in exploratory drawing, painting, and modelling using different media
	Pattern, mark-making

	
	- Experience different types of creative activities including drawing, painting, collage, and sculpture
	- Experiment with combining materials and textures (e.g., collage with paper, glue, fabric)
	Collage, sculpture, model

	
	- Develop an early understanding that artists use various materials and techniques
	- Express ideas, feelings, and experiences through creative play and art-making
	Express, create, imagine

	
	- Begin to learn that art can be shared and enjoyed with others
	- Participate in group creative activities, sharing materials and ideas collaboratively
	Share, group, together

	
	- Explore the role of art in families, cultures, and communities
	
	Community, artist


| Reception | - Build on Nursery knowledge with more focused understanding of colours, shapes, lines, and textures | - Use drawing, painting, and modelling tools with increasing control and intention | Colour, shape, line, texture |
| | - Understand primary and secondary colours and simple colour mixing | - Begin to create simple representational drawings and paintings | Paint, draw, mix, brush, mark |
| | - Recognise that art reflects feelings, ideas, stories, and cultural meanings | - Experiment with combining materials and techniques in purposeful ways | Pattern, mark-making |
| | - Identify different types of art activities and materials (drawing, painting, collage, sculpture) | - Express personal ideas and feelings through art, responding to stimuli and experiences | Collage, sculpture, model |
| | - Develop awareness that artists use different materials, processes, and have different purposes | - Collaborate in group projects, sharing ideas and materials | Express, create, imagine |
| | - Understand that art is part of cultural and community life | | Community, artist |
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