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St Boniface RC Primary School - History Progression (Reception)

This progression framework supports St Boniface RC Primary School’s vision by nurturing curiosity and respect for diversity, helping children understand their place in the world through a broad and balanced curriculum rooted in real-life experiences. It directly addresses the school’s priorities by clarifying what should be taught and when in early history learning, and by providing a scaffolded approach that supports critical thinking, ordering, describing, source use, and understanding cause and effect. This is essential for pupils with diverse needs, including EAL and SEND. The framework also encourages hands-on learning and community engagement, aligning with the school’s commitment to develop responsible, confident citizens who understand their heritage and the wider world.

	Year/Grade level
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary

	Reception
	[bookmark: _GoBack]- Understand that the past is different from the present through familiar events (e.g., their own family stories, school day routines).
	- Talk about their own experiences and stories from the past with increasing clarity.
	Past, present, family, story, today, yesterday, old, new, school day, timeline

	
	- Recognise and describe some changes in their own lives and daily routines.
	- Order events and create simple timelines (e.g., school day) to sequence events in order.
	Change, before, after, sequence

	
	- Identify and celebrate diversity by recognising differences in people’s beliefs, cultures, and special times (e.g., festivals, family traditions).
	- Compare and contrast characters in stories, including historical figures, using observation and discussion.
	Different, same, celebrate, culture, tradition, belief

	
	- Recognise some similarities and differences between life in their community and life in other countries through stories and images.
	- Describe people, events, and objects from the past using simple sources such as pictures and stories.
	Similar, difference, community, country

	
	- Develop a basic awareness of the natural world and seasonal changes as part of understanding time and environment.
	- Explore cause and effect by discussing why changes happen in nature and daily life.
	Season, weather, plant, animal

	
	- Begin to use a range of ways to represent the past including photos, stories, drawing, and simple ICT tools.
	- Use critical thinking to distinguish between fact and fiction in stories and images.
	Fact, fiction, represent, timeline
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