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[bookmark: _GoBack]St Boniface RC Primary School - English Progression: Writing Development in Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
This integrated EYFS framework emphasises the full spectrum of early writing development from emergent mark making and phonemic awareness through to confident, purposeful writing with structured phonics, sentence construction, and metacognitive strategies. It aligns closely with OFSTED’s emphasis on foundational transcription skills and composition fluency, supporting pupils’ gradual progression within the EYFS stage.

(Based on OFSTED Strong Foundations for Writing and St Boniface RC Primary School Writing Curriculum)
	EYFS Stage
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary

	Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
	- Recognise that marks and symbols can convey meaning
	- Develop fine motor skills through mark making (e.g., drawing, scribbling)
	mark making, symbol, communication

	
	- Begin to understand that writing has a purpose
	- Experiment with different tools for making marks (e.g., crayons, pencils)
	purpose, tool, scribble

	
	- Hear and discriminate sounds in the environment and begin to link these to letters (phonemic awareness)
	- Make controlled marks and start to form some letter-like shapes
	phoneme, sound, letter-like shape

	
	- Experience a rich language environment through listening, songs, stories, and rhymes
	- Use gestures and emerging writing to communicate ideas
	rhyme, story, gesture

	
	- Understand that print carries meaning through shared reading and environmental print
	- Engage in early role play involving writing (e.g., pretend shopping lists, notes)
	environmental print, pretend play

	
	- Begin to recognise some familiar letters and sounds
	- Use oral rehearsal through talking to express ideas before mark making
	letter, sound, oral rehearsal

	
	- Understand writing as a purposeful communication tool and a means to express ideas and experiences
	- Develop fine motor control for unlaboured, legible letter formation
	letter, word, sentence, story, communicate

	
	- Know that print carries meaning and that writing conveys messages
	- Hold a pencil correctly, control marks, and begin to form letters accurately
	letter formation, phoneme, grapheme

	
	- Recognise and use key phonics knowledge to spell simple words
	- Use phonics to segment sounds and blend for spelling simple words
	phonics, segment, blend

	
	- Develop understanding of basic story structures (beginning, middle, end) through oral language
	- Sequence ideas orally and begin to transfer these into written form
	sequence, idea, sentence

	
	- Awareness of basic punctuation: capital letters, full stops
	- Begin to write simple sentences, using knowledge of phonics and taught vocabulary
	capital letter, full stop, sentence

	
	- Experience high-quality language through listening and shared reading to build vocabulary
	- Use drawing and emergent writing alongside letter formation to convey meaning
	vocabulary, model text, WAGOLL (What A Good One Looks Like)

	
	- Exposure to teacher modelling of writing processes and form through WAGOLLs
	- Respond to simple feedback, revising and improving their writing
	revise, improve, feedback

	
	- Understand the purpose of writing for different audiences and occasions as outlined in the school curriculum
	- Engage in daily, structured writing activities including mark making, emergent writing, and guided composition
	purpose, audience, composition

	
	- Knowledge of key vocabulary and sentence stems to support early sentence construction
	- Develop confidence in writing dictated sentences and independent short captions or labels
	sentence stem, dictated sentence, caption

	
	- Awareness of oral rehearsal strategies promoted by the school to plan writing
	- Use talk to structure ideas before writing, supported by scaffolded prompts and visual aids
	oral rehearsal, scaffold, prompt

	
	- Begin to understand the conventions of different forms such as recounts, simple stories, and labels
	- Practice writing for a range of purposes linked to topics such as recounting events or describing objects
	recount, label, description
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