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St Boniface RC Primary School - English Progression: Phonics and Early Reading (Reception)

This progression framework is designed to build pupils’ phonics knowledge and skills incrementally through Reception, ensuring a consistent and systematic approach aligned with the Little Wandle programme. It supports St Boniface’s vision to nurture each child’s potential by fostering confident, fluent readers and writers early on, while addressing the school’s priorities to improve phonics teaching quality, ensure fidelity to the programme, and develop pupils’ communication skills in a supportive, inclusive environment. This structure also responds directly to Ofsted feedback by clarifying curriculum expectations and supporting staff expertise development.

	Year/Grade Level
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Key Vocabulary

	Reception Autumn
	- Understand the purpose of print and books (print concepts: left to right, top to bottom)
- Identify and recognise Phase 2 graphemes
- Recognise rhyme and alliteration
- Begin to understand syllables and initial sounds
	- Listen and respond to stories and nursery rhymes
- Begin to orally segment and blend sounds
- Recognise and say sounds for Phase 2 graphemes
- Attempt to write own name and some letter shapes
- Engage in mark-making activities
	[bookmark: _GoBack]grapheme, phoneme, rhyme, syllable, initial sound, letter, print, book, name

	Reception Spring
	- Know and recognise all Phase 2 graphemes and some Phase 3 graphemes
- Understand blending sounds to read simple VC and CVC words
- Recognise some common exception words (high frequency words)
	- Blend sounds to read simple words
- Segment sounds to spell simple words
- Form letters correctly (lowercase and capitals)
- Read simple sentences with known graphemes
- Write simple captions and sentences using taught sounds
	blend, segment, decode, common exception words, capital letter, sentence

	Reception Summer
	- Know all Phase 3 graphemes and some Phase 4 graphemes
- Understand the concept of digraphs and trigraphs
- Recognise more common exception words
- Awareness of punctuation (full stops, capital letters)
	- Confidently blend and segment sounds in reading and writing
- Read decodable books aligned with Little Wandle
- Write simple sentences independently using phonics knowledge
- Re-read own writing to check meaning and sense
	digraph, trigraph, punctuation, full stop, capital letter, phonics, decode
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