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Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable Easter break. We are now beginning the Summer 1 term and I am really looking forward to another busy and exciting half term in Year 5. The children have continued to work incredibly hard, and I am very proud of the progress they are making. This half term will build further on their confidence, independence and resilience as learners as we move towards the final term of the academic year.

📚 Curriculum Overview
English
In English, we will be studying Macbeth. This exciting and dramatic text will allow the children to explore rich language, atmosphere and character motives. Pupils will be writing a detailed setting description of the Scottish Heath, creating their own playscripts and writing an informative letter in role as Macbeth or Lady Macbeth.
Maths
In Maths, we will begin by learning about shape, where children will explore angles and the properties of different shapes. We will then move on to position and direction, followed by decimals, developing fluency and confidence in applying these skills.
Science
Our Science topic this half term is Life Cycles and Reproduction. Children will learn about the stages of development in plants, animals and humans, and understand how living things reproduce.
History
In History, we will be studying Benin, a non-European society that provides a contrast with British history. Children will explore what life was like in the Benin Kingdom and understand its significance and achievements.
Geography
In Geography, we will be exploring Lytham St Annes, developing our understanding of physical and human features and making links to real-world locations.
Religious Education (RE)
In RE, our topic is The Ends of the Earth. Children will learn about the mission of the Church and how the Good News of Jesus is spread across the world. We will explore the work of the apostles after Pentecost and reflect on what it means to be a witness in our own lives today. Pupils will be encouraged to think about how they can live out their faith through their actions, words and choices.
Collective Worship
Collective Worship continues to be an important part of our school week. On Fridays, children will take part in pupil-led collective worship, where they will have the opportunity to plan, lead and reflect on worship. This supports their understanding of faith, develops confidence and allows them to express their own beliefs in a meaningful and respectful way.
Alongside this, children will continue to take part in Spanish, Art/DT, PSHE, Music and Computing as part of our wider curriculum.

🏃 PE Days
PE will take place on:
· Tuesday
· Thursday
Children should come into school wearing their PE kits on these days.
PE Kit: Plain white t-shirt, black shorts and trainers. In colder weather, children may wear a plain black or navy jumper and joggers.

📖 Reading, Spellings and Homework
There will continue to be a strong focus on reading, spelling and homework completion this half term, as these are vital in supporting progress across all subjects.
· Children should read at home every night to develop fluency, comprehension and vocabulary.
· Weekly spellings will be sent home, with tests taking place each Friday.
Homework will include:
· TT Rockstars (times tables practice)
· Mathletics tasks linked to classroom learning
· Rollama to develop SPaG skills
Your support in encouraging regular practice at home is greatly appreciated.

🌟 Rewards
Our reward systems remain the same:
· Star of the Week – awarded to two pupils who consistently exceed expectations
· Saint of the Week – awarded to a pupil who demonstrates our school values of respect, value, faith, community, honesty and love

📩 Contact
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via Class Dojo or at the end of the school day.
Thank you for your continued support — I am looking forward to a positive and productive Summer 1.
Mr Sixsmith
Year 5 Teacher
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