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Y4 – Punctuation and Grammar Overview
Features  •  Grammar  •  Punctuation

Year 4 throughout: organise paragraphs around a theme; use nouns and pronouns for cohesion. Secure direct speech punctuation and commas after fronted adverbials.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
PVPG
Sentence foundations
Features
Sentence practice; short compositions
Grammar
Standard English verb forms
Expanded noun phrases
Fronted adverbials
Punctuation
Secure sentence boundaries
Plural possessive apostrophes

Journey
Setting description
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs pan the setting
Conclusion including cliffhanger
Grammar
rhetorical questions
adverbials of place
adverbials of time
participial phrases
participial adjectives
expanded noun phrases
adverbials of manner (including similes)
short sentences for effect
Punctuation
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)
commas in a list
apostrophes for possession
apostrophes for omission
ellipses (Y4)

The Present
Character description
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs pan the character
Conclusion including cliffhanger
Grammar
rhetorical questions
adverbials of place
adverbials of time
participial phrases
participial adjectives
expanded noun phrases
adverbials of manner (including similes)
short sentences for effect
Punctuation
commas in a list
apostrophes for possession
apostrophes for omission
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)
question marks

The Day the Crayons Came Home
Recount - letter/postcard
Features
Opening
date; salutation
Recounted events
chronological order
facts and opinions
Sign off
Grammar
past tense
first person
rhetorical questions
adverbials of time
adverbials of place
Punctuation
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)
apostrophes for omission
apostrophes for possession

Escape from Pompeii
Recount - diary
Features
Opening
date; salutation
Recounted events
chronological order
facts and opinions
Sign off
Grammar
past tense
first person
rhetorical questions
adverbials of time
adverbials of place
Punctuation
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)
apostrophes for omission
apostrophes for possession

The Christmas Pine
Poetry
Features
Grammar
Punctuation

Jabberwocky
Character description
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs pan the character
Conclusion including cliffhanger
Grammar
rhetorical questions
adverbials of place
adverbials of time
participial phrases
participial adjectives
expanded noun phrases
adverbials of manner (including similes)
short sentences for effect
Punctuation
commas in a list
apostrophes for possession
apostrophes for omission
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)
question marks

Tuesday
Recount - newspaper
Features
headline and byline
Orientation
Main body
quotations
pictures and captions
Reorientation
facts and statements
Grammar
third person
past tense
adverbials of place
adverbials of time
tense switch (if applicable)
Punctuation
quotation marks
apostrophes for possession
commas for clauses (Y4)
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)

Crazy Hair
Poetry
Features
Grammar
Punctuation

Queen Victoria’s Bathing Machine
Explanation text
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs detailing a process
Did you know?
formal language; technical vocabulary; 
facts
Grammar
present tense
rhetorical questions
adverbials of time
adverbs of manner
expanded noun phrases
Punctuation
apostrophes for possession
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)
question marks

To confirm
Week 12 - no writing unit allocated
Features
Grammar
Punctuation

The Dark
Setting description
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs pan the setting
Conclusion including cliffhanger
Grammar
rhetorical questions
adverbials of place
adverbials of time
participial phrases
participial adjectives
expanded noun phrases
adverbials of manner (including similes)
short sentences for effect
Punctuation
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)
commas in a list
apostrophes for possession
apostrophes for omission
ellipses (Y4)

Flotsam
Characterising speech
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs characterising speech
Speech, Emotion, Action, Thoughts 
(SEAT)
Grammar
adverbials of place
expanded noun phrases
colloquial language (non-Standard 
English)
adverbs/adverbials of manner
subordinating conjunctions
participial phrases/clauses
Punctuation
inverted commas
apostrophes for omission
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)

The Night Gardener
Persuasive letter
Features
Brief introduction
date; salutation; address
Main body (persuasive arguments)
lists of three/repetition
facts and opinions
exaggerated or emotive language
Conclusion
sign off
Grammar
first person
direct address
rhetorical questions
past tense
expanded noun phrases
Punctuation
apostrophes for omission
apostrophes for plural possession
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)

The Pirate Cruncher
Instructions
Features
Introduction
List of equipment/materials/ingredients
Method
sequenced, chronological steps 
(adverbials of time)
Grammar
present tense
rhetorical questions
detailed information (expanded noun 
phrases)
imperative verbs & commands
adverbs of manner
Punctuation
commas in a list
apostrophes for possession
apostrophes for omission
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)

Planet in a Pickle Jar
Discussion text
Features
Statement about the issue with brief points
Paragraphs for supporting/against
emotive language
Recommendation
Grammar
co-ordinating conjunctions
adverbials of time
present perfect tense
present and future
modal verbs
first person
active voice
Punctuation
apostrophes for possession
commas for fronted adverbials (Y4)


