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Y6 – Punctuation and Grammar Overview
Features  •  Grammar  •  Punctuation

Across the year: audience and purpose; consistent tense; cohesion within and across paragraphs. Apply features where appropriate to the text.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
PVPG
Sentence foundations
Features
Sentence practice; short compositions
Grammar
subject and object
synonyms and antonyms
Punctuation
Secure sentence and clause boundaries

The Arrival
Setting description
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs pan the setting
Conclusion including cliffhanger
Grammar
rhetorical questions
adverbials of place
adverbials of time
participial phrases
participial adjectives
expanded noun phrases
adverbials of manner (including similes)
short sentences for effect
Punctuation
hyphenated words
ellipses
parentheses
colons and semi-colons (Y6)
apostrophes for possession

Firebird
Character description
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs pan the character
Conclusion including cliffhanger
Grammar
rhetorical questions
adverbials of place
adverbials of time
participial phrases
participial adjectives
expanded noun phrases
adverbials of manner (including similes)
short sentences for effect
modal verbs
Punctuation
hyphenated words
ellipses
parentheses
colons and semi-colons (Y6)
apostrophes for possession

Anne Frank
Recount - newspaper
Features
headline and byline
Orientation
Main body
quotations
pictures and captions
Reorientation
facts and statements
Grammar
past tense
adverbials of place
adverbials of time
passive voice (Y6)
tense switch (if applicable)
third person
Punctuation
quotation marks
commas for fronted adverbials and 
clauses
semi-colons and colons (Y6)

Can We Save the Tiger?
Discussion text
Features
Statement about the issue with brief points
Paragraphs for supporting/against
Recommendation
emotive language
Grammar
passive voice
present perfect tense
relative clauses
subjunctive form
tense shift – past present and future
modal verbs
first person
active voice
Punctuation
parentheses
colons and semi-colons (Y6)
apostrophes for possession

The Christmas Pine
Poetry
Features
Grammar
Punctuation

Paradise Sands
Setting description
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs pan the setting
Conclusion including cliffhanger
Grammar
rhetorical questions
adverbials of place
adverbials of time
participial phrases
participial adjectives
expanded noun phrases
adverbials of manner (including similes)
short sentences for effect
Punctuation
hyphenated words
ellipses
parentheses
colons and semi-colons (Y6)
apostrophes for possession

The Princess’ Blankets
Characterising speech
Features
Introduction
Paragraphs characterising speech
SEAT (Speech, Emotion, Action, (Y6) 
Thoughts)
Grammar
adverbials of place
expanded noun phrases
participial phrases
colloquial language (non-Standard 
English)
adverbials of manner
Punctuation
inverted commas
dashes to show change of thoughts or 
interruption (Y6)
colons (Y6)
semi-colons (Y6)

The Rabbits
Discussion text
Features
Statement about the issue with brief points
Paragraphs for supporting/against
Recommendation
emotive language
Grammar
passive voice
present perfect tense
relative clauses
subjunctive form
tense shift – past present and future
modal verbs
first person
active voice
Punctuation
parentheses
colons and semi-colons (Y6)
apostrophes for possession

Suffragette: The Battle for Equality
Persuasive letter
Features
Brief introduction
date; salutation; address
Main body (persuasive arguments)
lists of three/repetition
facts and opinions
exaggerated or emotive language
Conclusion
sign off
Grammar
first person
active voice (Y6)
direct address
rhetorical questions
past tense
expanded noun phrases
subjunctive mood/form (Y6)
Punctuation
semi-colons and colons (Y6)
apostrophes for plural possession

Stonewall
Non-chronological report
Features
Brief introduction
Main body separated by subheadings
Summary/conclusion
technical vocabulary; formal language
statements giving factual information
Grammar
third person
rhetorical questions
present perfect tense
passive voice (Y6)
subjunctive mood/form (Y6)
tense switch (if applicable)
Punctuation
colons (Y6)
semi-colons (Y6)

The Three Little Pigs Project
Persuasive letter
Features
Brief introduction
date; salutation; address
Main body (persuasive arguments)
lists of three/repetition
facts and opinions
exaggerated or emotive language
Conclusion
sign off
Grammar
first person
active voice (Y6)
direct address
rhetorical questions
past tense
expanded noun phrases
subjunctive mood/form (Y6)
Punctuation
semi-colons and colons (Y6)
apostrophes for plural possession

SATs and writing consolidation
Year 6 curriculum recap
Features
Cohesion across paragraphs; ellipsis
Headings, columns, bullets and tables
Grammar
Formal/informal vocabulary and structures
Passive and subjunctive forms
Punctuation
Colons, semi-colons and dashes between 
independent clauses
Colons and semi-colons in lists
Bullet-point punctuation
Hyphens to avoid ambiguity

Rain Player
Non-chronological report
Features
Brief introduction
Main body separated by subheadings
Summary/conclusion
technical vocabulary; formal language
statements giving factual information
Grammar
third person
rhetorical questions
present perfect tense
passive voice (Y6)
subjunctive mood/form (Y6)
tense switch (if applicable)
Punctuation
colons (Y6)
semi-colons (Y6)

The Promise
Poetry
Features
Grammar
Punctuation


