Enquiry Questions
Key Vocabulary
· Anglo‑Saxon – settlers from northern Europe 
.
· Kingdom – area ruled by a king or queen 
.
· Pagan – belief in many gods 
1.
· Wergild – payment for injury or death
.
· Settlement – a place where people build a community
· 
National Curriculium: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots
Anglo Saxons
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This teaches that all people have equal worth, but Anglo‑Saxon laws distributed rights and protections unequally.
Who received more protection?Who received less?How would this principle change these laws?

Key information:
The Anglo‑Saxons were groups from northern Europe who settled in Britain after the Romans left, creating new kingdoms, villages, beliefs and traditions that shaped early England.
. They began arriving around AD 410, after the Roman army withdrew Some warriors were even invited to help defend against the Picts and Scots 
They created seven main kingdoms: Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex and Wessex. These kingdoms often fought for power, and no single king ruled all of England at first .They built small wooden villages near rivers and good farmland Most people were farmers, growing crops and keeping animals 
Anglo‑Saxon society had clear social groups: kings, thegns (warrior nobles), ceorls (free farmers), and thralls (enslaved people) . Their legal system used wergild, a payment made if someone was killed or injured 
Alfred of Wessex defended his kingdom against Viking attacks and strengthened laws, learning and defences. He is the only English king called “the Great.”
The era ended in 1066, when William of Normandy defeated King Harold at the Battle of Hastings



Concepts:
Wealth and Power, legacy, religion, invading, settling, hierarchy , crime,
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Sharing fairly
Distributive Justice




